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 Quebecers and notably the population’s francophone majority 
continue to support banning religious signs for people in positions of 
authority and for public school teachers. These findings are 
consistent with previous survey results dating back more than a 
decade. Such results contrast with views held outside of Quebec. 

 But few studies look at the underlying reasons behind such support 
and we often accept the argument that it was a function of rejection 
or detachment from  religion. To-date no empirical study has 
provided evidence for this view which is nonetheless the explanation 
given repeatedly by experts. 

 But the explanation that is strongly supported by the data is that 
support for such bans whether it’s amongst Quebecers or other 
Canadians is far more affected by concerns about diversity and 
attitudes toward Islam and Muslims. 

 That is not to say that there are Quebecers and other Canadians 
genuinely motivated by a preoccupation with organized religion but 
that is not the reason why most Quebecers support such bans 



 Leger Marketing consulted 1519 Canadians 
across the country for the Canadian Institute 
for Identities and Migration during the week 
of November 12, 2018 with a probabilistic 
margin of error of 3.5 points 19 times out of 
20. The sample included some 403 
Quebecers with 86 surveyed in English and 
317 in French.   



Judges, correctional officers and police officers should be allowed to wear religious 
signs (keepas, hijabs and crosses) on their jobs 

Total Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 +
NET 
AGRE
E

46% 44% 48% 66% 55% 51% 37% 37% 40%

NET 
DISA
GREE

44% 49% 40% 25% 32% 39% 54% 50% 56%

I don’ 
know

8% 6% 10% 8% 11% 8% 7% 10% 4%



Judges, correctional officers and police officers should be allowed to 
wear religious signs (keepas, hijabs and crosses) on their jobs 

English French Atlantic Quebec Ontario
Man / 
Sask Alberta BC

NET 
AGREE

53% 18% 60% 24% 51% 45% 47% 62%

NET 
DISAG
REE

36% 78% 26% 71% 37% 47% 39% 31%

I don’ 
know

9% 4% 14% 4% 10% 7% 7% 6%

I prefer 
not to 

answer 

2% 0% 0% 1% 2% 2% 6% 1%



Public school teachers should be allowed to wear religious 
signs (keepas, hijabs and crosses) on their jobs

English French Atlantic Quebec Ontario Man / Sask Alberta BC
NET 
AGREE

61% 24% 67% 30% 60% 45% 62% 64%

NET 
DISAGREE

29% 70% 20% 64% 29% 44% 30% 27%

I don’ know 8% 5% 13% 5% 8% 7% 5% 6%

I prefer not 
to answer 

3% 1% 0% 1% 2% 4% 4% 3%



I would support a law banning judges, teachers, police 
officers and correctional officers from wearing religious 

symbols even if it meant firing such individuals from their 
jobs 

English French Atlantic Quebec Ontario Man / Sask Alberta BC
NET 
AGREE

30% 63% 24% 58% 28% 39% 29% 35%

NET 
DISAGREE

57% 31% 61% 34% 59% 47% 58% 54%

I don’ know 10% 7% 15% 6% 11% 11% 6% 8%

I prefer not 
to answer 

3% 0% 0% 2% 2% 3% 6% 3%



WHAT UNDERLIES THESE 
OPINIONS? 



The Idea that heightened 
secularism explains  
desire for prohibiting 
religious symbols not 
supported by data 
analysis 



Difference between 1 and 4 on a four point scale (i.e. 
between very positive and very negative or strongly agree 
and strongly disagree, very attached and very unattached, 
often and never had contact, Very worried and not worried 
at all)  

I would support a law banning 
judges, teachers, police 
officers and correctional 
officers from wearing religious 
symbols even if it meant firing 
such individuals from their 
jobs

...the degree of ethnic and religious diversity in your 
province

38.5

There is an irreconcilable conflict between Western 
societies and the Islamic faith in the world

30

View of Muslims 28.7
...personally losing your language and culture 24.9

View of Jews 19
View of Immigrants 18.5
had contact with Muslims 15.3
Attachment to religion 4.7



Religious Group 
French Very attached Somewhat attached Not very attached Not attached at all
I would support a law 
banning judges, teachers, 
police officers and 
correctional officers from 
wearing religious symbols 
even if it meant firing such 
individuals from their jobs

54.7% 75% 64.3% 60.5%

Public school teachers 
should be allowed to wear 
religious signs (keepas, 
hijabs and crosses) on 
their jobs

19.6% 18.9% 21.8% 28.1%

Judges, correctional 
officers and police officers 
should be allowed to wear 
religious signs (keepas, 
hijabs and crosses) on 
their jobs

23.8% 7.8% 18.4% 18.7%



Do you have a very positive, somewhat positive, 
somewhat negative or very negative opinion of the 

following? - Muslims

Very positive Somewhat 
positive

Somewhat 
negative

Very 
Negative 

I would support a law 
banning judges, 
teachers, police 
officers and 
correctional officers 
from wearing religious 
symbols even if it 
meant firing such 
individuals from their 
jobs

Strongly agree 14.3% 14.5% 19.1% 43.0%

Somewhat agree 11.0% 21.1% 26.3% 20.7%

Somewhat 
disagree 22.0% 27.9% 25.9% 9.9%

Strongly disagree 43.5% 29.3% 21.9% 18.2%

I don’ know 7.7% 5.6% 5.8% 5.8%
I prefer not to 
answer 1.5% 1.7% 1.1% 2.5%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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Do you have a very 
positive, somewhat 
positive, somewhat 

negative or very 
negative opinion of 

the following? -
Muslims



...had contact with Muslims

Often Occasional
ly

Rarely Never

Judges, correctional 
officers and police 
officers should be 
allowed to wear 
religious signs 
(keepas, hijabs and 
crosses) on their jobs

Strongly agree 31.1% 22.3% 9.5% 9.8%

Somewhat agree 29.4% 30.8% 28.2% 13.5%

Somewhat 
disagree 18.0% 19.2% 26.0% 19.7%

Strongly disagree 15.7% 18.0% 28.5% 44.6%

I don’ know 5.8% 8.1% 6.0% 10.4%

I prefer not to 
answer 1.6% 1.8% 2.1%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



Do you have a very positive, somewhat positive, 
somewhat negative or very negative opinion of 

the following? - Muslims

Very 
positive

Somewhat 
positive

Somewhat 
negative

Very 
negative

Judges, 
correctional officers 
and police officers 
should be allowed 
to wear religious 
signs (keepas, 
hijabs and crosses) 
on their jobs

Strongly agree 36.3% 14.5% 16.6% 12.5%

Somewhat 
agree 31.8% 33.0% 23.5% 10.8%

Somewhat 
disagree 13.4% 23.9% 26.4% 18.3%

Strongly 
disagree 11.9% 20.6% 28.9% 57.5%

I don’ know 5.7% 7.0% 3.6% 0.8%
I prefer not to 
answer 0.9% 1.0% 1.1%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0
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Do you have a very positive, somewhat 
positive, somewhat negative or very negative 

opinion of the following? - Muslims
Very 

positive
Somewhat 

positive
Somewhat 
negative

Very 
negative

Public school 
teachers should be 
allowed to wear 
religious signs 
(keepas, hijabs
and crosses) on 
their jobs

Strongly agree 45.8% 20.1% 16.5% 12.4%
Somewhat 
agree 30.4% 36.3% 28.4% 16.5%

Somewhat 
disagree 8.6% 18.9% 24.5% 15.7%

Strongly 
disagree 8.9% 17.1% 27.0% 53.7%

I don’ know 5.4% 6.5% 3.2% 0.8%
I prefer not to 
answer 0.9% 1.0% 0.4% 0.8%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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Do you have a very 
positive, somewhat 
positive, somewhat 

negative or very 
negative opinion of 

the following? -
Muslims



...had contact with Muslims

Often Occasionall
y

Rarely Never

I would support a law 
banning judges, 
teachers, police 
officers and 
correctional officers 
from wearing religious 
symbols even if it 
meant firing such 
individuals from their 
jobs

Strongly agree 14.5% 13.8% 20.1% 29.8%

Somewhat agree 12.8% 16.6% 24.1% 26.7%
Somewhat 
disagree 22.6% 27.7% 22.6% 15.2%

Strongly disagree 39.4% 31.6% 24.3% 12.6%

I don’ know 10.1% 7.5% 7.5% 12.6%

I prefer not to 
answer 0.6% 2.8% 1.5% 3.1%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



Jews
Very positive Somewhat 

positive
Somewhat 
negative

Judges, correctional 
officers and police 
officers should be 
allowed to wear 
religious signs (keepas, 
hijabs and crosses) on 
their jobs

Strongly agree 28.7% 13.7% 22.2%

Somewhat agree 28.9% 31.0% 19.8%

Somewhat 
disagree 18.4% 24.0% 22.2%

Strongly disagree 18.6% 24.8% 32.5%

I don’ know 4.9% 5.8% 3.2%

I prefer not to 
answer 0.6% 0.8%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



Jews

Very positive Somewhat 
positive

Somewhat 
negative

Public school teachers 
should be allowed to 
wear religious signs 
(keepas, hijabs and 
crosses) on their jobs

Strongly agree 37.0% 16.8% 21.4%

Somewhat agree 28.6% 34.8% 28.6%

Somewhat 
disagree 14.4% 19.8% 17.5%

Strongly disagree 14.6% 22.4% 31.0%

I don’ know 4.7% 5.3% 1.6%

I prefer not to 
answer 0.6% 1.0%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



Immigrants
Very 

positive
Somewhat 

positive
Somewhat 
negative

Very negative

Judges, correctional 
officers and police 
officers should be 
allowed to wear 
religious signs 
(keepas, hijabs and 
crosses) on their 
jobs

Strongly agree 32.1% 14.7% 11.2% 23.7%

Somewhat 
agree 30.0% 30.8% 22.0% 10.2%

Somewhat 
disagree 17.3% 23.6% 22.4% 18.6%

Strongly 
disagree 14.4% 24.1% 36.6% 42.4%

I don’ know 5.5% 5.9% 6.3% 5.1%

I prefer not to 
answer 0.7% 0.9% 1.5%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



Immigrants
Very 

positive
Somewhat 

positive
Somewhat 
negative

Very negative

Public school 
teachers should be 
allowed to wear 
religious signs 
(keepas, hijabs and 
crosses) on their 
jobs

Strongly agree 39.9% 19.4% 14.7% 14.8%

Somewhat 
agree 31.5% 32.1% 28.4% 24.6%

Somewhat 
disagree 11.1% 20.1% 20.1% 16.4%

Strongly 
disagree 12.0% 21.9% 29.4% 42.6%

I don’ know 4.6% 5.6% 6.9% 1.6%

I prefer not to 
answer 1.0% 0.9% 0.5%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their 
customs and traditions and become more like the majority

Strongly 
agree

Somewhat 
agree

Somewhat 
disagree

Strongly disagree

Judges, 
correctional 
officers and police 
officers should be 
allowed to wear 
religious signs 
(keepas, hijabs 
and crosses) on 
their jobs

Strongly agree 18.2% 11.2% 15.5% 39.5%

Somewhat 
agree 13.6% 27.4% 32.0% 33.0%

Somewhat 
disagree 12.1% 24.5% 28.8% 12.3%

Strongly 
disagree 54.0% 32.2% 16.9% 10.2%

I don’ know 2.0% 3.2% 6.6% 4.0%

I prefer not to 
answer 1.6% 0.2% 0.9%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs 
and traditions and become more like the majority

Strongly 
agree

Somewhat 
agree

Somewhat 
disagree

Strongly 
disagree

Public school 
teachers should be 
allowed to wear 
religious signs 
(keepas, hijabs and 
crosses) on their 
jobs

Strongly agree 21.2% 11.4% 21.2% 49.8%
Somewhat 
agree 10.1% 33.4% 39.3% 28.8%

Somewhat 
disagree 12.1% 23.1% 19.8% 7.4%

Strongly 
disagree 55.6% 28.6% 14.4% 6.5%

I don’ know 1.0% 2.4% 5.2% 5.9%
I prefer not to 
answer 1.1% 0.2% 1.5%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%


	What Drives Support for Prohibiting Religious Signs: Secularist sentiment is not a significant factor in support by Quebecers or other Canadians for such prohibitions 
	Introduction 
	Methodology 
	Younger Canadians less likely to support banning religious signs for people in positions of authority 
	Quebecers least likely to allow religious signs for people in positions of authority 
	Quebecers least likely to allow religious signs for public school teachers 
	Quebecers most likely to support a law banning persons in positions of authority including teachers from wearing religious symbols 
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Biggest difference between supporters and opponents of ban on religious signs is their degree of concern about ethnic and religious diversity…roughly similar in degree of attachment to religion 
	Degree of Religious Attachment not as important as suggested by Quebec observers 
	Those with more negative sentiment towards Muslims the more you support legislation banning religious signs 
	I would support a law banning judges, teachers, police officers and correctional officers from wearing religious symbols even if it meant firing such individuals from their jobs�
	The less contact you have with Muslims the more you favor banning religious signs 
	The more one has negative feelings towards muslims the more they favor banning religious signs 
	Strongly Agree that “Judges, correctional officers and police officers should be allowed to wear religious signs (keepas, hijabs and crosses) on their jobs”
	The more negative sentiment you feel towards Muslims the more you favor the ban in religious signs for public school teachers 
	Strongly Agree that “Public school teachers should be allowed to wear religious signs (keepas, hijabs and crosses) on their jobs”�
	The less contact you have with Muslims the more you support legislation banning religious signs 
	The more negative sentiment you feel towards Jews the more you favor the ban in religious signs for persons in positions of authority 
	The more negative sentiment you feel towards Jews the more you favor the ban in religious signs for public school teachers 
	The more negative sentiment you feel towards  immigrants the more you favor the ban in religious signs for persons in positions of authority 
	The more negative sentiment you feel towards immigrants the more you favor the ban in religious signs for public school teachers 
	The more you feel immigrants should assimilate the more you favor the ban in religious signs for persons in positions of authority 
	The more you feel that immigrants should assimilate the more you feel towards immigrants the more you favor the ban in religious signs for public school teachers 

