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LIFE FOR CANADIAN MUSLIMS THE MORNING AFTER: A 911 WAKE-UP 

CALL 

 

In the wake of the terrorist attacks in the US, police services in major Canadian cities 

documented an unprecedented doubling of anti-Muslim and anti-Arab hate. In addition, 

the Canadian Muslim Civil Liberties Association (CMCLA) and the Council on 

American-Islamic Relations CANADA (CAIR-CAN) jointly detailed incidents of death 

threats, assaults, discrimination, harassment, racial profiling, vandalism and attacks on 

Muslim institutions and places of worship.  

 

While media outlets generally provided a responsible representation of events 

surrounding 9/11, there were notable exceptions.   The media conglomerate operated by 

CANWEST, for example, often presented a hostile generalization of Muslims in its news 

reports, opinion columns and editorial commentary. Problematic and recurring themes 

included the outright denial of hate activity; holding Canadian Muslims to a stiffer test of 

patriotism and questioning their loyalty; representing Muslims, with alarming frequency, 

as a fifth column; calling for institutionalized racial and ethnic profiling; and framing 

Canadian Muslims as ‘violent’ or the ‘other’. 

 

A number of recent cases where innocent Muslims were smeared as terrorists and 

subsequently vindicated have exacerbated fears that the government’s recently enacted 

anti-terrorism legislation (C-36) might be abused.  The legislation is an unparalleled 

intrusion into entrenched constitutional rights and freedoms.  Critics argue that the 

legislation lacks transparency, accountability, and provides a closed process of trial 

through secret evidence that, given existing Islamophobia, would disproportionately 

profile and stigmatize Canadian Muslims. 

 

September 11
th

 forced Canadian Muslims to confront issues of identity, citizenship and 

participation.  It prompted a critique of existing institutional inadequacies and 

necessitated local and national activism. 

 

CAIR-CAN focused its efforts on documentation, education and engagement.  It 

documented the character of hate activity directly and through local networks; monitored 

racial profiling and any systemic abuse of the anti-terrorism powers; created a 'Know 

Your Rights' guide for Muslims, as well as general guides to Islamic practices for 

Canadian educators, health workers, employers and media professionals; provided 

nation-wide workshops on civic legal education and media relations; engaged the media 

through tools such as opinion pieces; participated in outreach efforts to the broader 

Canadian community; and forged coalitions for grassroots and direct interrogation of 

governmental policy that threatened basic Constitutional and human rights. 


