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I. Historical Background of Antisemitism 

 
What is it?  

 

1. The Importance of a Definition 

The word antisemitism first originated in the 1870’s. Wilhelm Marr coined the term to 

distinguish between old time Jew-hatred and more modern, political, ethnic or racial 

opposition to the Jewish people. By definition, antisemitism represents policies, views or 

actions that harm or discriminate against the Jewish people.  
 

The following are examples of traditional forms of anti-Semitism: 

- Blood libel claims, still prevalent today in the Arab world (eg. Distributing/citing 

the Protocols of the Elders of Zion as a legitimate document. 

- Holocaust denial or relativizing the Holocaust. 

- Placards equating the Star of David with a Nazi Swastika 

- Equating Zionism with racism or Nazism, thus denying the Jewish people the 

right to a national liberation movement by condemning the Zionist movement. 

- Labeling Israel an apartheid state similar to apartheid South Africa. 

 

2. A Historic Overview of Antisemitism 

The Jews have felt antisemitism for thousands of years throughout the world. It was 

present during the Middle Ages throughout Europe as well as during the Roman 

Empire; a time when being a Jew meant being a dissenter against Christianity. 

Once again, the Jews found themselves in the position of dissenters during the Islamic 

conquest of the Middle East and North Africa. Later on, during the Enlightenment, a 

time when dictating the religion people should follow was no longer seen as 

appropriate, religious and blatant forms of antisemitism in Europe shifted towards a 

more subtle, and ‘scientific’ brand of antisemitism, expressed notably as political 

and economic antisemitism. The Jews continued to be singled out, but the premise 

became economic and political rhetoric rather than religious.   

 

a) Religious Antisemitism or Anti-Judaism 

- The New Testament does not outright exhort Christians to antisemitism, yet a 

critical reading of the text (and, in many cases throughout history, the clerical 

interpretation of it) would lead to the drawing of negative inferences regarding the 

Jewish religion. 

- Religious antisemitism was often expressed through the prohibition of Jewish 

texts, notably the Talmud. 

- Religious antisemitism also took the form of forced conversions, e.g., decreed by 

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella.  

 

b) Political Antisemitism 

- Political manifestations of Anti-Jewish sentiment were often rooted in the view of 

the Jew as the eternal wanderer belonging to no nation and thus, loyal to no 

European nation.  As a result, laws were passed forbidding Jews from holding 

public office. 
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- The Dreyfus Affair in France at the end of the 19
th

 Century constitutes the 

starkest example of political antisemitism during the Enlightenment. 

- In the Muslim world, antisemitism was expressed through the relegation of Jews 

to second-class citizenship and the imposition of special taxes and distinctive 

clothing for non-Muslims. 

 

 

c) Economic Antisemitism 

- The use of economic restrictions as tools of antisemitism can be traced back to the 

first century, when the Romans demanded a Temple tax from the Jews;  

- Jews have also been subject to state expropriations of Jewish property, 

prohibitions concerning Jewish rights of ownership, restrictions on the trades or 

professions Jews could practice, as well as the unlawful but unpunished theft and 

pillaging of Jewish areas. 

 

d) The culmination of all three forms of antisemitism: The Holocaust 

- These forms of antisemitism throughout the ages led to the slanderous allegations 

that appeared in the 20
th

 century that the Jews constituted a race apart, an inferior 

and malevolent race; culminating in the tragedy of the Holocaust.  The Jewish 

race was seen as undeserving of integration into the world of ‘civilized’ races. 

The Nuremberg Laws of 1935 promulgated by the Nazi regime embodied the 

culmination of the racially-based theory of antisemitism, and were used as a 

justification for the exclusion of Jews from almost all aspects of German life.  

- During the Holocaust, of course, Jews were persecuted and sent to concentration 

camps where they were tortured and killed, for the simple reason that they were 

Jewish. 

 

 

 

II Antisemitism in the World Today 
 

One might have hoped that after the tragedy of the Holocaust over 50 years ago, 

antisemitism would have all but disappeared from the world today. Unfortunately, that is 

not the case. Although antisemitism expressed in anti-Jewish rhetoric and hatred is no 

longer tolerated, it still finds its voice with marginal extremists. And, though clearly less 

prevalent than in the past, antisemitism has found its way into our societies in other, less 

overt forms. 

 

1. Contemporary Forms of Antisemitism  

The two most prevalent contemporary forms of antisemitism are Holocaust denial and 

anti-Zionism. 

 

a) Holocaust Denial  

- Holocaust denial is the preserve of the extreme right. Such ideas are very common 

in neo-Nazi circles, as well as in much of the Arab world. 
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- Furthermore, the tragedy of the Holocaust was the basis upon which the world 

decided together to grant the Jews a homeland of their own, Israel. Therefore, 

denying that the Holocaust ever happened may translate into denying the 

legitimacy of the land of Israel.  The consequence: anti-Zionism, which is, 

essentially, antisemitism as well.  

 

b) Anti-Zionism 

- In 1968, Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. made the following statement:  

 

“You declare that you do not hate Jews, you are merely 

anti-Zionist. And I say, let the truth ring forth from high 

on the mountain tops…When people criticize Zionism, 

they mean Jews…What is anti-Zionist? It is the denial 

of the Jewish people of a fundamental right that has 

justly and freely been accorded all other nations of the 

globe.” 

 

- Anti-Zionism is of even greater concern than Holocaust denial, if for the mere fact 

that it is the more common of the two and has become widely acceptable in large 

parts of the world. 

- Zionism asserts the right to self-determination of the Jewish people and the right 

for Jews to preserve their cultural identity.  The survival of Israel today is not only 

necessary for the security and protection of Jews living in the Middle East, but 

also for the cultural survival of the Jewish people. 

- Abba Eban stated in the New York Times on November 3
rd

, 1975 (shortly after 

the UN resolution equating Zionism with racism):  

 

“There is no difference whatever between antisemitism 

and the denial of Israel’s statehood. Classical 

antisemitism denies the right of the Jews as citizens 

within society. Anti-Zionism denies the equal rights of the 

Jewish people its lawful sovereignty within the 

community of nations. The common principle in the two 

cases is discrimination.” 

 

 

2. Durban World Conference Against Racism 

The United Nations, over the years, has not shown much support for the State of Israel.  

Having previously condemned Zionism, in 1975, the United Nations passed a resolution 

equating Zionism with racism.  The resolution was only rescinded 16 years later in 

Madrid.   Furthermore, it was only in 1998, that the United Nations finally recognized 

antisemitism as a form of racism. However, even that could not have prepared us to find 

the blatant and openly expressed and tolerated antisemitism, which was pervasive in 

Durban in 2001. 
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- The United Nations World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (WCAR) was held in Durban, South Africa 

between August 28, 2001 and September 8, 2001. The Conference was divided 

into two forums: the non-governmental organization (NGO) forum and the State 

forum. The main focus of both conferences was to combat racism in all of its 

forms. Nonetheless, the highly political issue of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 

was catapulted into almost all the sessions of the WCAR, despite this issue 

lacking a racism angle. 

 

a) The Non-Government Organization (NGO) Forum 

- The final declaration of the NGO Conference pointedly omitted references to anti-

Zionism constituting antisemitism, and although antisemitism was mentioned, the 

inclusion of Islamophobia and anti-Arabism as forms of antisemitism, greatly 

diminished the magnitude of the historical suffering of the Jewish people. 

- As well, out of a total of 6000 delegates to the NGO Conference, only 75 

participated in the final drafting of the declaration. This figure is telling of the 

vast dissent and disapproval voiced by many influential delegates who walked out 

of the drafting session in protest. Nonetheless, the majority of the delegates 

walking out did not do so as a show of solidarity with their Jewish and Israeli 

brethren, and failed to condemn the pervasive antisemitism or to address the 

allegations that the supposedly anti-racism conference had, in reality, been a 

forum for fomenting racism in the form of antisemitism.  

 

 

- Ultimately, the NGO Conference produced a document that will likely have 

limited importance in the future due to the feeble participation in the drafting. 

Most notably, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, 

under whose auspices both conferences were held, refused to endorse the NGO 

declaration, a step never before taken by a UN commissioner.  

 

 

b) The State Forum 

- The final declaration of the State conference included a reference to The Holocaust, 

thus rejecting the proposal to term other acts of barbarism as holocausts equivalent to 

that suffered by the Jewish people in WWII. It also included the term 

“antisemitism”, although the term referred to racism against Jews, Muslims and 

Arabs. Direct anti-Israel language was omitted but concern is expressed “about the 

plight of the Palestinian people under foreign occupation,” thereby qualifying Israel 

as an occupier, a claim which is in direct contravention of International Law.  

 

3. Current Manifestations of Antisemitism 

- Consider these two facts: first, many antisemites throughout the world try to 

emphasize the fact that they are merely anti-Zionist as opposed to being antisemitic, 

so as to distinguish themselves from racists.  Another point to consider is that 

antisemites, in their quest to denounce and criticize the Jewish people, almost always 

assuredly end up contradicting themselves, thus rendering their own arguments 
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pointless. For example, you may hear some antisemite claiming that the Jews are an 

inferior, weaker race one day, yet the next day the same antisemite may accuse the 

Jewish people of holding too much power worldwide and being the source of any and 

every imaginable conspiracy. Below are some examples of antisemitic manifestations 

in different parts of the world in recent years. 

 

 

A. Antisemitism in the Arab World 

The following are some examples of antisemitism in the Arab/Muslim official and 

unofficial press. Comparing Zionism with Nazism and Holocaust denial altogether are 

very common in this part of the world. 

- The Protocols of Zion are often cited as credible evidence of Israeli and Jewish 

intentions in the Arab world. 

- Blood libel claims appear frequently. 

- Former Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa, who is now the secretary-general of 

the Arab League, refused to visit Yad Vashem on an official visit to Israel in 1994 

(keep in mind that Egypt is one of the only two Arab countries that have a peace 

accord with Israel.) 

- Tishrin, a leading Syrian daily, charged that the Holocaust never happened and that 

the Jews and the Israelis are the real Nazis 

- More concrete evidence of anti-Jewish and anti-Israel feelings in the Arab world can 

be seen in Sadam Hussein’s policy in Iraq, to send $25,000 to the families of 

Palestinian suicide bombers, thus not only supporting the act but actually rewarding 

it. 

- And of course, antisemitism is present and distributed all throughout the Palestinian 

media, of which the following is an example: 

-  

 "The Church, the Pope, the Christians, and the New 

Testament clearly state that, according to Christian 

belief, the ones who killed Jesus are the Jews, and there 

is no way to deny or renounce this… The Jews are the 

ones who killed Jesus; after him, [they killed] the 

Christians, and after them, the Muslims. Now they are 

again killing both the Muslims and the Christians.  

 

- Finally, Arab propaganda spread the word right after September 11
th

 2001 that the 

Jews and Israel were, somehow, responsible for the attacks, and that 4000 Jews were 

warned not to go to work on September 11
th

. 

 

 

B. Antisemitism in Europe 

After the Holocaust, antisemitism was almost routed out of European culture; it was 

denounced by every government and recognized by the populace throughout the 

continent as being a form of rhetoric and unacceptable racism towards the Jews.  
Officially, antisemitism is condemned and deemed unacceptable by every country in 

Europe. Nevertheless, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of antisemitic 
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incidents since Israel’s incursion in the West Bank to route out terrorism – some of which 

are listed below. 

 

- In Greece and Slovakia, Jewish cemeteries were vandalized in what the press 

termed “anti-Jewish acts of revenge.” 

- In Belgium, five firebombs were tossed into a synagogue in a working class 

district of Brussels. 

- In Berlin, Germany, two visually apparent orthodox Jews were beaten while they 

were strolling in the heart of the city’s shopping district; Jewish memorials were 

also defaced with swastikas. 

- In England, there were 15 antisemitic incidents in just the first 10 days of April 

2002. 

Perhaps more distressing to consider, is not only that antisemitism is severely 

expressed at the street level in forms of harassment and vandalism in Europe, but 

that antisemitism has found its place in the higher ranks of politics and elite 

opinion. One of the best examples of the latter would have to be the French 

Ambassador to the UK Daniel Bernard qualifying Israel as “that shitty little 

country”. 

- In Norway, some members of the Nobel committee said they wanted to strip 

Shimon Peres, not Arafat, the leader of Palestinian terror against innocent Israeli 

civilians, of the Nobel peace prize he received along with Yitzhak Rabin and 

Arafat in 1994; his crime: participating in a government that was violating the 

“intention and spirit” of the award. 

- Great Britain is a country where the elite expression of antisemitism has been 

among the worst. For example, Claire Rayner, the president of the British 

Humanist Association, declared that the notion of Israel as a homeland for the 

Jewish people was “a load of crap.” By contrast, she believed the suicide 

bombings against Israeli restaurants and buses were both understandable and 

justifiable.  

 

 

C. Antisemitism in America 

 

a) Latin America 

Antisemitism is rife in Latin America. Countries such as Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela 

have generally taken very pro-Palestinian positions, and at the same time, anti-Zionist. 

Anti-Jewish manifestations, calls to annihilate the state of Israel, and excusing the 

September 11
th

 terrorist acts blaming them upon the U.S.’s unconditional support of 

Israel, are all common occurrences in that area of the world. 

 

b) U.S.A. 

North America is easily the friendliest continent towards Israel and the Jewish people. 

Although antisemitism is present in both Canada and the United States, and there has 

been an increase in incidents since the second Intifada, antisemitism is clearly not as 

pronounced as in Europe or other places in the world. The United States government is 

internationally recognized as being Israel’s best friend. Canada, while its voting record on 
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Israel at the U.N. has been a source of much Jewish community disappointment, is far 

freer of antisemitism than other world nations. (see 

http://www.adl.org/98audit/serious.html, for specific incidents.)   

 

c) Canada 

As noted above, Jewish communities in Canada have not been fully spared in the 

wave of renewed antisemitic incidents worldwide.  Below, a few such incidents over 

the last two years:  

 

 A car displaying an Israeli flag had its window smashed in Toronto. 

 At the Or Shalom cemetery in London Ontario, gravestones were knocked 

over and desecrated. 

 A pipe bomb exploded at the Beth Israel Synagogue in Quebec City. blowing 

a hole through the front door, breaking some windows and damaging the hall. 

 A video denying the Holocaust was sent to teachers in Vernon, British 

Columbia, along with a letter that resembled the B’nai Brith Canada letterhead 

asking them to show the video to their students on Holocaust Remembrance 

Day. 

 A bomb threat was directed at a synagogue and a Jewish elementary school in 

Toronto on September 13. 

 People demonstrating in front of the Israeli embassy in Toronto blamed the 

Jews for the September 11 attacks. 

 Dozens and dozens of hate-filled voice messages, mail and e-mails have been 

sent to Jewish institutions and individuals throughout the country. 

 

Numbers that tell a sobering story: 

- 10% of Canadians outside Quebec perceive Jews as having too much power, as 

compared to 26% in Quebec. 

- 15% of Canadians generally hold the Jews partially responsible for their own 

genocidal victimization in the Holocaust, whereas 26% of francophones and 39% 

of francophones with high school education or less hold this view 

 

A sampling of antisemitic incidents in Quebec 

 

2001  

 Graffiti were scrawled on Concordia University property that said, “Stop 

Jewish Apartheid”, “End Jewish Occupation”, “Israel is a racist state”, and 

graffiti of the Star of David equated with a swastika. 

 Identifiably Jewish persons were accosted and threatened  

 The message board of a Montreal-based website www.islamway.com 

contained virulently antisemitic messages, as well as recruitment to train in 

Afghanistan for jihad (holy war) 

 A rock was thrown through the window of the West Island Jewish Community 

Centre 

 Members and supporters of Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR) 

at McGill University distributed material from the Holocaust-denying Institute 

http://www.adl.org/98audit/serious.html
http://www.islamway.com/
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for Historical Review, which claimed that Israel was creating an “ethnic 

bomb” that targeted Muslims but not Jews. 

 

2002  
 Vandals tore down posters advertising the “March of Jerusalem” at the Beth 

Tikvah synagogue in Dollard des Ormeaux, defaced them with swastikas and set 

them on fire in the street. 

 Graffiti equating the Star of David with the Swastika appeared in many different 

venues. 

 Members of a synagogue in Dollard des Ormeaux and other member of the 

community received pieces of mail with “Magen David equals swastika” on them. 

 After attending a solidarity rally for Israel, three Jewish women with Israeli flags 

in hand went to a downtown Second Cup in Montreal, where the waitress 

(seemingly a relative of the owners of the establishment) told them to leave, 

claming she did not want Jews, with their Israeli flags, and she blamed Jewish 

people for what was happening in the Middle East. 

 

D. Antisemitism on the Internet 

One last important domain of antisemitism is the Internet. The Internet accounts for a 

huge array of antisemitic material and propaganda which is disturbing, considering 

how easily accessible it is to everyone. 

- “Ethnic Cleansing”, a computer game created by neo-Nazi National Alliance and 

targeted for a youthful, computer-savvy audience, promotes violence against 

Jews, Blacks and Latinos. 

- Amongst other antisemitic material available on the net, it is important to note 

that terrorist organizations such as Hamas have their own websites. No doubt that 

people who already hold anti-Jewish sentiments are induced to commit anti-

Jewish crimes and aggressions when they encounter websites such as this one. 

- There are, of course, ways to fight antisemitism on the Internet. Notably, if you 

find an antisemitic or other hate-promoting website, there are ways to have it 

shutdown. However, it is so easy to create a new hate-filled website after being 

shut down that hate and antisemitism are still too easily and freely spread over the 

net. Although,  an anti-hate Internet organization had managed to have the Hamas 

website shutdown, a few weeks later a new website was up and running again.  

 

 

IV. Empowering Ourselves 
 

The recent wave of antisemitic incidents, which are in large part directly linked and 

caused by the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians in the Middle East, suggests that 

as long as Israel stands strong and defends its rights, Jews from around the world will 

continue to be singled out by some, and have their personal security and comfort 

compromised by others. That is unacceptable.  

 

In Canada, Jews live as other Canadians - as free citizens. They must have the ability to 

freely practice their religion without being discriminated against.  Under Canadian law, 
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hate crimes, such as antisemitism and racism are not only deemed illegal but are 

subject to punishment. We should, therefore, encourage Jews from all around the 

country to report antisemitic incidents of which they are a victim or witness to, their local 

police. Reporting antisemitic incidents serves a dual role, since not only will the culprits 

be punished, but it may also make future offenders think twice about their punished 

predecessors before committing a hate crime.  

 

If you have been subject to a racist act: Call your local police and contact the 

Canadian Jewish Congress at (514) 345-6411. 

 

1. Legal Recourses Against Hates Crimes 

A general definition of a hate crime proposed by researchers is the following: “a bias-

motivated crime is a crime in which the offender is motivated by a characteristic of the 

victim that identifies the victim as a member of some group towards which the offender 

feels some animosity.”  
 

Closer to home, the Montreal police views a hate crime as a criminal offence committed 

against a person or property that is based solely upon the victim’s race, religion, 

nationality, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, gender or disability. 

 

A. There are 3 sections in the Canadian Criminal Code that deal 

with hate crimes: sections 318, 319 and 320. Section 318 prohibits 

advocating genocide against an identifiable group. Genocide 

means the destruction of an identifiable group, be it by its color, 

race, religion or ethnic origin, by either killing members of the 

group or deliberately imposing conditions of life so intense so as to 

bring about its destruction. A person found guilty of such an 

offense could go to jail for a sentence of up to five years. 

 

B. Section 319 has two parts to it. The first part is meant to punish 

anyone found guilty of publicly inciting hatred by communicating 

hateful statements against an identifiable group in a public place 

which is likely to lead to a breach of the peace. The second part 

focuses on people found guilty of willfully promoting hatred 

against an identifiable group by statements made elsewhere than in 

a private conversation. The difference between the two crimes is 

that the first one is aimed at preventing a public disturbance, while 

the second one is aimed at the prevention of hatred in general. 

Anyone found guilty of either of the two offences is liable to 

imprisonment for up to 2 years, or if the crime is dealt with by 

summary conviction, the maximum punishment is a jail sentence 

of 6 months and a $2.000 fine. 

 

C. People should be aware of the above sections and know when to 

use them. If you see someone doing something as simple as 

handing out hate leaflets in the streets, he may be infringing three 
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sections of the law. First, by making a hateful statement (through 

written leaflets) in a public place. Second, by promoting hatred by 

giving out leaflets to the public, and third by having in his 

possession publications containing hate propaganda. Should you 

be witness to such an incident: Contact the police immediately, 

and tell them what happened/is happening. Many police forces 

have a race relations officer, or an officer in charge of hate crimes 

whose job is to deal precisely with these situations.  You should 

also contact Canadian Jewish Congress at (514) 345-6411.  CJC 

can follow up on the incident with the proper authorities and 

ensure that this does not become a common occurrence. 

 

 

2. Combating antisemitism: innovative approaches from the international Jewish 

community 

 

The law, while a powerful tool in combating antisemitism, is by no means the only 

response at our disposal  Another essential and innovative tool? Reinforce our Jewish 

identity through pro-active means. It is important that Jews feel proud of who they are 

and that they identify with other Jews and with the State of Israel. It is important that we 

share our stories, our strength and our contributions with our fellow citizens.  

 

Other ways to oppose antisemitism are, of course, to speak out against it and to try to 

counter antisemitic propaganda. 

- A toll-free anti-hate hotline has been established in France.  It is an 800 number open 

24 hours a day. People listen to callers, give them advice, record antisemitism 

information and when necessary, prosecute claims through the justice system.  

- A French initiative combating the proposed EU boycott of Israel, includes email and 

fax numbers of French members of the EU Parliament as well as those of EU 

Parliamentary leaders.  

 

3. Local Jewish community initiatives  

- Measures taken in Montreal include police sensitization training sessions on hate 

crimes.   

- Proactive measures taken by the Montreal community include rapprochement 

between Jewish high school students and non-Jewish high school students, letter-

writing campaigns such as those directed towards the media and political 

advocacy.  

- It is important to reinforce that one of the most effective, proactive means of 

combating antisemitism is through the reinforcement of our Jewish identities. To 

this end, activities such as the recent Quinzaine Sepharade, the Jewish Film 

Festival, the Yom Ha’atzmaut Rally, and the Israel Day Teach-In all contribute to 

strengthening Jewish identity, which in turn enable individual Jews to be proud of 

their heritage. That empowerment prepares them to better counter antisemitism.  
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4. Prevention and Awareness 

We can direct our energies towards the continued preservation of our people and our 

heritage both by reacting to incidents of antisemitism and by proactively 

strengthening our Jewish identity through a myriad of programs. 

 

- A good way for Jewish organizations to combat antisemitism is to join forces with 

other non-governmental organizations fighting racism throughout Canada. Initiatives 

targeting racism in general, rather than specifically antisemitism, can be just as 

effective, and can often be implemented on a much larger scale. 

 

- Our community can use petitions condemning terrorism against Israelis and 

antisemitic acts related to the situation in the Middle East as a tool. The petitions can 

be signed by community leaders and publish it in local newspapers, such as La Presse 

or The Gazette. The theme of the petition could be something along the lines of 

respecting the Jewish people’s human rights and freedom, rather than a pro-Zionist 

statement which would only elicit rhetoric anti-Zionist opposition and would 

probably not best serve the underlying purpose. 

 

- We could organize synagogue-based letter writing campaigns to media organizations 

in order to try and counter the pro-Palestinian/anti-Israel language omnipresent in the 

local media, and to impress upon the media to specifically identifying the importance 

of antisemitism as a problem facing our society and condemn it. Similarly, letter-

writing campaigns addressed to government officials can be helpful.  

 

- The Yom Ha’atzmaut rally was particularly successfully last year in Montreal,    

bringing thousands of Jews together in one place to celebrate their Jewishness. Large-

scale events such as this one are a very good way to get Jews who are not otherwise 

very active in the community to participate and be proud to be Jewish. More events 

such as this one, which touch the Jewish community as a whole, should be 

encouraged. 

 

- Given the ongoing terror in Israel, the recent immigration from Jews throughout the 

world to the state of Israel is a testimony that Zionism and Jewishness is alive and 

healthy. While it is obviously not a reasonable demand to ask that every Canadian 

Jew emigrate to Israel, encouraging our children to go on organized trips to Israel, 

both to reinforce their Jewish identities and as an exhibition of faith and solidarity 

with Israel are very helpful. Of course, Jewish organizations that would plan trips to 

Israel for adults, much as Birthright does for youth, are also strongly encouraged to 

do so. 

 

- As well, there exist many Internet anti-hate websites today, dedicated to eradicating 

hatred on the Internet. If you ever find a hate-promoting website, you should signal it 

to the police and to Canadian Jewish Congress. CJC will work with the police on 

shutting it down. There are also many organizations worldwide opposing 

antisemitism, and the Internet is a good place to get the latest news and information 

about antisemitism. 
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- Here are some links to websites dedicated to combatting antisemitism: 

- http://jwd-jewishwatchdog.ca/ 

Jewish watchdog has taken on the job of alerting the world about anti-

Jewish/anti-Israel propaganda on the Internet 

- http://www.adl.org/ 

For more than 88 years, the Anti-Defamation League has been combating 

antisemitism and bigotry of all kinds. The web site chronicles the history and 

current status of many issues in this ongoing battle. 

- http://www.ajc.org/ 

The American Jewish Committee is one of the world's most influential Jewish 

interest groups and plays a leading role in detecting and combating 

antisemitism in the United States and in other countries. 

- http://www.wiesenthal.com/ 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center is an international Jewish human rights 

organization dedicated to preserving the memory of the Holocaust by 

fostering tolerance and understanding through community involvement, 

educational outreach and social action. The Center confronts important 

contemporary issues including racism, antisemitism, terrorism and genocide 

and is accredited as an NGO both in the United Nations and UNESCO. 

- The Vidal Sassoon International Center (SICSA) was established in 1982 as an 

interdisciplinary research center dedicated to an independent, non-political approach 

to the accumulation and dissemination of knowledge necessary for understanding the 

phenomenon of antisemitism. The Center engages in research on antisemitism 

throughout the ages, focusing on relations between Jews and non-Jews, particularly in 

situations of tension and crisis. 

 

There are many public discussion areas, ranging from classrooms, campuses, radio show 

call-ins, and Internet message boards. If you find antisemitism in any of those places, 

don’t ignore it but rather speak out against it, denounce it and oppose it. 
- Always report even the smallest incident of antisemitism to Canadian Jewish 

Congress. It helps the community as a whole to be aware of it and CJC to combat it. 

 

5. Discussion: How to answer to anti-Israel/antisemitic statements 

 

(a) Is anti-Zionism a form of antisemitism? 

Anti-Zionism stands for denying the Jewish people a right to a homeland of 

their own, a right possessed by other peoples around the world. Is that anti-

Semitic? Yes. 

 

(b) So, when someone criticizes Israel, they are antisemitic? 

No. Israel is not above legitimate criticism, in fact one is free to criticize 

Israel, and many people do so. However, when people start exaggerating 

legitimate criticism beyond reasonable bounds by claiming everything Israel 

does is an international crime, when they start denying the legitimacy of the 

State of Israel an its right to exist, that translates into antisemitism. 

http://jwd-jewishwatchdog.ca/
http://www.adl.org/
http://www.adl.org/
http://www.ajc.org/
http://www.ajc.org/
http://www.wiesenthal.com/
http://www.wiesenthal.com/
http://sicsa.huji.ac.il/
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(c) So, being Pro-Palestinian and participating in pro-Palestinian 

demonstrations means you are antisemitic? 

Once again, no. There is nothing inherently antisemitic about being pro-

Palestinian, and participating in demonstrations. The line is crossed 

dramatically into antisemitism  when such demonstrations feature comments 

inciting the killing of Jews, praising Hitler and calling for the annihilation of 

Israel. Just as one can legitimately criticize Israel, one can also legitimately 

support Palestinians in their struggle for a state. However, if you blindly 

support or even choose to simply overlook that the agenda of current 

Palestinian leadership condones and often promotes hatred of Jews, 

martyrdom and terrorism aimed at Jews and Israelis…that constitutes 

antisemitism. 

 

(d) Will reporting antisemitism serve a purpose? How strictly is the law applied 

concerning hate crimes? 

Yes, it will serve a purpose. If enough evidence is found to charge a person 

with a hate crime, the offender may face criminal charges, meaning the 

perpetrator will be arrested and go before a judge. Depending on how serious 

the hate crime is, the offender might face a jail sentence as well. As it stands 

with most laws, the more times people have recourse to it, the more strictly it 

gets applied. So, the more hate crimes will get reported, the more serious 

judges will start taking these offences and the more they will punish offenders 

of such crimes.  

 

(e) Hate on the Internet; there’s just so much out there; how can we fight it?  Is 

there any hope? 

As easy as it is to spread hatred on the Internet, it’s even easier to spread 

anti-hatred over the net. If you come across a message board dictating 

antisemitism, then use that message board and create opposition to 

antisemitism; fight it. If you find an antisemitic website which serves no 

purpose at all other than to spew hatred, then contact the police and Canadian 

Jewish Congress to have it shut down. 

 

(f) How do we fight antisemitism individually? I can’t do much alone, can I? 

YES YOU CAN.  Most of the initiatives already in place and many of the 

suggestions raised herein are easy, simple actions that everyone is able to 

carry out. You can try writing one letter a week to the media to complain 

about bias reporting. You can take 10 minutes of your day to try and help the 

anti-hate campaign on the Internet. You can, and should report any antisemitic 

act of which you may be a witness. If there are large-scale community events 

organized, such as a rally, participate!  

 

If each Jew does their part on a regular basis, antisemitism can be 

combated effectively. Every person counts.  Every action helps. 


